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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-12 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 1-12 are: 

■ i 

Regarding claims 1-7, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a junction box 
having a plurality of electrically conductive metal wire rods each having a square or a 
nearly square shape in cross section, which are arranged on the insulating board, 
wherein an end of at least one of the metal wire rods extends curvedly or straight 
forming a terminal part and at least a portion of the terminal part protrudes toward a 
housing of a body of the electric junction box. 

4 

Regarding claim 8-12, the. prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a process 
comprising the steps of extending curvedly or straight an end of a plurality of electrically 
conductive metal wire rods each having a square or a nearly square shape in cross 
section, thereby forming a terminal part arranging a plurality of the metal wire rods on 
an insulating board; and protruding at least a portion of the terminal part toward a 
housing of a body of the eclectic junction box. 

* 

These limitations were found in claims 1-12, and are neither disclosed nor taught 

* * ■ 

by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted ho later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see the Amendment, filed March 8, 2004, with respect to 
claims 1-4 and 6-12 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of 
claims 1-4 and 6-12 have been withdrawn. 

In response to the applicant's argument the Examiner agrees that neither Kato 
(US 6,043.431) nor the cited prior art disclose, teach or suggest a junction box having a 
plurality of electrically conductive metal wire rods each having a square or a hearty 
square shape in cross section, wherein an end of at least one of the metal wire nods 
extends curvediy or straight forming a terminal part. Most of the junction boxes in the 
Prior art have rectangular busbars or circular wire rods arranged on an insulating board, 
the limitation of the wire rod being square in cross section with an end forming a 
terminal part that protrudes toward the housing has no. been disclose by the prior art. 



Conclusion 

^ 

3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). , 

■ ■ ; ' " If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571, 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 



872-9306. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

m ' i 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



Angel R. Estrada 
May 17, 2004 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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